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Once upon a time there was a 

dog named Joe. 

Joe was black with a tuft of white 

hair on his chest.  

Joe was an ordinary street dog, 

one of those stray dogs that we 

use to call bastards or slugs. 

His father was probably a mongrel 

and his mother was one of the or-

dinary thousands of dogs that 

people furiously kick in the streets.  

Joe was brought up in the streets.  

His daily food was found in the 

garbage and he thanked mostly 

his luck for being alive and having 

avoided accidents rather than the 

dexterity of the car drivers. 

He got his name from a man who 

called him Joe when he was 

young. 
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J o e  be l i ev ed  t h a t  h uma ns  

w e re  w i se  s i n ce  t h ey  co u l d  

h av e  a s  m uc h  fo o d  a s  t h ey  

w a n t ed .  S o  he  s i mp l y  t ho ug h t  

t h a t  a s  l o n g  as  t h e  ma n  ca l l ed  

h i m  Jo e ,  J o e  w a s  h i s  nam e .   

J o e  w a s  t a l l  an d  s to u t  a n d l i ke  

mo s t  s t r ay  do g s  h e  w a s  c l ev e r  

a n d  q u i te  s t ro n g .  

To  b e  c l ev e r  a nd  s t ro ng  a re  

n o t  so  i mp o r ta n t  fo r  a  d o m e s -

t i c  do g ;  b u t  f o r  a  s t r ay  w ho  

h a s  to  tak e  ca re  o f  h i mse l f  

w i t ho u t  a ny  h e l p ;  i t  w a s  a  

ma t t e r  o f  l i fe  a n d  d ea t h .  T h a t  

m ea n s  he  had  t o  b e  ca pab l e  

o f  f i n d i ng  h i s  d a i l y  fo o d,  a  

s a fe  p l ace  t o  s l eep  a nd t o  

h av e  h i s  p l a ce  a mo n g t h e  

o t h e r  n e i ghbo u r ho o d  d o g s .  

J o e  l i ke  a l mo s t  a l l  t he  s t r e et  

d o g s  h ad  a  d r e am .  To  b ecam e 

a  do m e s t i c  do g .  

I n  h i s  m i nd ,  i t  m ea n t  t h a t  h e  

w o u l d  no t  hav e  to  w o r r y  abo u t  

h i s  da i l y  fo o d;  h e  w o u l d  hav e  
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a  w o rm  c ar pe t  t o  l i e  do w n  o n  

a n d s l ee p  a nd  a  f r i e nd l y  ha nd 

t o  p a t  h i m .  

T h e se  w e re  th e  sw ee t  d ream s  

o f  t h e  s t r e e t  d o g s  t h a t  d i d n ‟ t  

k no w  ho w  t he  do me s t i c  do g s  

r e a l l y  l i v ed .  

T h e  s t r ee t  do g s  d i dn ‟ t  kno w  

t h a t  s o m e t i me s  h um a n s  t re a t -

e d  ho u se  do g s  bad l y  a nd 

k i cke d t h em .  T h ey  h ad  no  i d ea  

a bo u t  a l l  t he  s i l l y  t h i ng s  th a t  

h u ma n s  a sk  f ro m  t he i r  d o g s ;  

s u c h  a s  w a l k i ng  o n  t h e i r  tw o  

h i nd  fe e t  j u s t  t o  p ro v e  th a t  

t h e y  a re  o bed i e n t .  

O ne  da y ,  J o e  w a s  w o n der i ng  

o u t s i de  a  t av e rn  l o o k i ng  fo r  

fo o d  w h en  he  fo un d  h i mse l f  i n  

f ro n t  o f  a  man  w ea r i ng  a  ha t .  

T h e  m an  s to o d  a n d l o o ke d a t  

h i m  v e r y  c a r e fu l l y ;  t h en  h e  

t o o k  a  p i ece  o f  me a t  f ro m  o ut  

o f  h i s  po ck e t  a n d  t h rew  i t  t o  

h i m .  
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J o e  w a s  go i ng  t o  c a tc h  i t  b u t  

a l l  o f  a  s ud de n ,  a  w h i te  do g  

t h a t  h app e ne d  to  be  n ex t  t o  

h i m ,  g rab bed  t h e  m ea t  a n d 

d ev o u re d  i t .  

J o e  w a s  v e ry  a ng ry  b u t  h e  

co u l dn ‟ t  do  a ny t h i ng .  H e  w a s  

s t a r i ng  a t  t he  ma n  w i t h  t h e  

h a t  i n  ca s e  h e  h ad  a no th e r  

p i ece  to  g i ve  h i m ,  b u t  t h e  

ma n  h ad  t u r ne d  h i s  b ack  w a l k -

i ng  aw a y  qu i c k l y .  

T h e  n ex t  day  Jo e  fo u nd t h e  

w h i te  do g  dea d .  

Tw o  day s  l a te r ,  J o e  s aw  t h e  

ma n  w i t h  t h e  ha t  a ga i n ,  

t h r o w i ng  a no t h e r  p i ece  o f  

m ea t  to  a no th e r  do g .  

T h e  n ex t  day  t h i s  do g  w a s  

d ea d  to o .  

J o e  re a l i zed  th a t  t h e  ma n w i t h  

t h e  h a t  w a s  pu t t i ng  so m e th i ng  

i n  t he  m ea t  i n  o r d e r  to  ex t e r -

m i na t e  s t ra y  d o g s .  

S o ,  t h e  n e x t  t i m e  he  me t  h i m 

h e  d i d n‟ t  e a t  t h e  m ea t  b ut  h e  
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r u s h ed  t o w ard s  h i m  a nd  t o r e  

h i s  pa n t s ,  d i gg i ng  h i s  t ee t h  

d e ep l y  i n to  h i s  l e g .  

T h e  ma n  w i t h  t h e  h a t  l e f t  

s c re ami ng  and  n ev e r  s ho w e d 

u p  ag a i n .  

S i nce  t he n ,  J o e  w a s  a f ra i d  o f  

e a t i ng  a n y t h i n g  a nd  av o i d ed 

h u ma n s  a s  m uc h  a s  h e  co u l d .  

A f t e r  so m e  t i m e  Jo e  me t  a n -

o t h e r  ma n .  H e  h ad  a  v e ry  

c a l m v o i ce  a n d  a  f r i e nd l y  

f ace .  J o e  a pp ro ac h ed h i m 

c ar e f u l l y  a n d h e  a l l ow e d h i m 

t o  p a t  h i s  ba ck .  

J o e  w a s  s u re  t h a t  t h e  ma n 

w a n t ed  to  t ak e  h i m a l o ng  w i th  

h i m .  H e  w as  v e ry  he s i ta n t  b u t  

h e  ha d  n ev e r  fo rgo t t e n  h i s  o l d  

d r eam  t o  be co me  a  ho u se  

d o g .  

T h en ,  t h e  man  ca l l ed  h i m Jo e .  

Wh e n  J o e  hea r d  h i s  n ame ,  h e  

w a s  s u re  t h at  t h i s  ma n  knew  

h i m  a n d  d ec i de d  to  fo l l o w  

h i m .  
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S h o r t l y  a f te rw a rd s  Jo e  w a s  i n  

a  h uge  ho u se  w i t h  a  b i g  g a r -

d e n .  H e  b e l on ge d  no w  to  t h e  

ma n ‟ s  f ami l y .  H e  w a s  a  ho u s e  

d o g !  

 

 

I n  t he  beg i n n i n g  ev e ry th i ng  

w a s  ma rv e l l ou s .  

J o e  co u l d  ha v e  a s  m uc h  fo o d 

a s  he  w a n te d  a nd  a  n i ce  

w o o d e n  h o u se  i n  t h e  ga r de n .   

D u r i ng  t h e  w i n t e r  h e  w a s  a l -

l o w ed  t o  sp e nd  t h e  co l d  

n i g h t s  o n  a  w a rm  c a rpe t  i n  t h e  

h o u s e .  

H i s  ma i n  d u ty  w a s  to  g ua rd  

t h e  ho u se .  

H e  w a l ke d  up  a n d  do w n  i n  t h e  

g ar de n  a n d he  c h a se d an y o ne 

t h a t  ca me  c l o s e ;  h u man  o r  

a n i ma l .  

A l t ho ug h  he  co u l dn ‟ t  u nd e r -

s t a n d  w hy  he  h ad  t o  se nd 

ev e ry bo dy  aw ay ;  h e  d i d  i t  o f -

f e r i ng  h i s  s e rv i ce ,  t h u s  pay i ng  



 8 

b ack  fo r  h i s  d a i l y  fo o d  a s  h e  

k n ew  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  h i s  ma s te r ‟ s  

w i sh .  

Y e s ,  n o w  Jo e  h a d  a  m a s te r !  

T i me  p as s e d  by  a nd  Jo e  w a n t -

e d  to  ge t  o u t  o f  t h e  gar d e n 

b u t  t ha t  w a s  n o t  p e rm i t t ed .  

S o o n ,  J o e  s ta r ed  a t  t h e  b i g  

i ro n  ba r s  w i th  s uc h  a  f ro w n ;  

t h e s e  ba r s  t ha t  s e pa ra t ed  t h e  

g ar de n  f ro m t h e  re s t  o f  t h e  

w o r l d  a nd  th e  ho u s e  do g s  

f ro m  t h e  s t ray  d o g s .  

Wh e n  h e  w a s  a  s t r e e t  do g  h e  

w a n t ed  v e ry  m uc h  to  p a ss  

t h r o u gh  t h e  b ar s  a nd  g e t  i n to  

t h e  ga rd e n ;  b u t  no w  h e  w a n t -

e d  mo r e  an d mo r e  to  e sca pe 

t h e  ba r s  a n d  g e t  o u t .  

H e  ha d  m i s se d  t h e  co mp any  

o f  t h e  do g s  a n d  t h e  f re edo m 

t o  go  w he r eve r  h e  w an t e d .  

H e  w a s  no t  h a ppy  a t  a l l  w h en 

h e  h ad  t o  c ha s e  aw a y  t h e  

d o g s  t ha t  a pp ro ac h ed t h e  
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g ar de n ;  b u t  i n  t h i s  w ay  he  s e -

c u re d  h i s  da i l y  f o o d .  

S o me t i me s  he  w a s  j ea l o u s  

w a tc h i ng  t h e  s t r a y  do g s  w a l k -

i ng  do w n  t h e  s t r e e t  w i th  t h e i r  

a r ro g an t  l o o k ,  t h e i r  t a i l  s t r a i t  

u p ,  acco m pa n i ed  by  fema l e  

d o g s ,  w h i l e  h e  h ad  t o  be  

l o cke d  up  i n  th e  g a rd e n .  

H i s  ma s t e r  t o o k  ca re  o f  h i m  

a n d  f ed  h i m  w e l l ;  bu t  h e  w a s  

n o t  h i s  f r i en d .  

I t  i s  n o t  po s s i b l e  to  be  a  ma s -

t e r  an d  a  f r i e n d  a t  t h e  sam e 

t i m e !  

J o e  w a s  o b l i g ed  to  o bey  a n d 

d o  w h a tev e r  h i s  ma s t e r  a sk ed ,  

b eca u se  i f  he  d i dn ‟ t  he  w a s  

p u n i sh e d .  

H i s  ma s t e r  t ra i n ed  h i m  to  d o  

s ev e ra l  s t up i d  t h i ng s .  

Wh e n  h i s  ma s t e r ‟ s  f r i e n d s  

c ame  ho m e ,  h e  a s ke d  to  d o  

t h e s e  s i l l y  t h i n g s ,  t o  p ro v e  t h a t  

h e  w a s  a  c l ev e r  a nd  a n  o b e-

d i e n t  do g .  
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T h a t  m ad e  h i s  ma s t e r  v e ry  

p ro ud .  

T h e se  pa r t i cu l a r  m o me n t s ,  J o e  

f e l t  so  fo o l i s h .  

F o r  a l l  t he s e  r e a so n s  Jo e  w a s  

v e ry  sa d .  

H e  ha d  l o s t  h i s  go o d  mo o d 

a n d  h i s  m i nd  w a s  co n s t an t l y  

o n  t h e  b a r s ,  w h i ch  s e p a rat e d  

t h e  g a rd en  f r o m  t he  o u t s i de  

w o r l d ,  w i t h  eye s  fu l l  o f  so r ro w .  

H e  co u l d  j ump  o v e r  t he  ba r s  

b u t  he  d i dn ‟ t  d ec i de  to  do  i t  

b eca u se  h e  k n ew  t ha t  o n ce 

h e  r a n  aw a y  h e  co u l d  nev er  

co m e  ba ck  an d  t h e n  no  fo o d ,  

n o  w a rm t h .  H e  ha d  go t  u s ed  

t o  a l l  t he s e  t h i n g s  a n d he  

d i d n ‟ t  w a n t  to  l o s e  t hem .  

S o me t i me s  he  re ca l l ed  h i s  

s t r e e t  d o g  f r i e n d s  a nd  t h e  

l o ng  n i g h t  w a l k s  t h ey  s h a r e d ,  

b u t  h e  k new  t h a t  h e  w a s  n o t  

s k i l f u l  e no ug h  a ny mo re  t o  

s e a rc h  f o r  fo o d f ro m t h e  g a r -

b age .  H e  h ad  go t  u s ed  to  t h e  
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e a sy  l i fe  a nd h e  ha d beco m e 

i nco mp e t en t  t o  do  a l l  t h e  

t h i ng s  t ha t  ha d  do n e i n  t h e  

p a s t .  

S o ,  J o e  s t ay ed  be h i n d  t h e  

b ar s ,  k e ep i ng  aw ay  f ro m h i s  

o l d  f r i e nd s  w h o m  h e  w ant e d 

t o  be  w i t h  a ga i n ,  s o  mu c h ;  

h av i ng  h i s  da i l y  fo o d  s ecu re d ,  

i n  e xc ha ng e .  

T i me  pa s se d  by  a n d  Jo e  w a s  

g e t t i ng  o l de r  a nd  f a t t e r .  He  

w a s  c ha ng i ng  d ay  by  day  a n d 

a s  w a s  fo rge t t i ng  t h e  pa s t .  

Fo rg e t t i ng  an d  l o o k i ng  mo re  

s o r ro w fu l .  

J o e  ha d  ac qu i r ed  ev e r y th i ng  

t h a t  he  ha d d r eam t  o f ,  b u t  h e  

w a s  no t  hap py .  

He had ensured, as we say, room and 

board but he had lost the freedom to 

go wherever he wanted and to be with 

those whom he wanted to be. 

A l so ,  h e  w a s  o b l i ge d t o  to l e r -

a t e  h i s  m a s te r ‟ s  w h i ms  w i t ho u t  

c o m pl a i n i ng .  
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T h e se  w e re  th e  re as o n s  fo r  h i s  

s a d ne s s ,  b u t  h e  t r i ed  t o  co m -

p l y  w i t h  t h e  s i t ua t i o n  s i nc e  h e  

co u l dn ‟ t  c han ge  a n y t h i ng .  

T h a t ‟ s  w hy  he  c ho s e  t o  ke ep  

fo rg e t t i ng .  

O ne  n i gh t ,  J o e  s n i f f ed  ano t h e r  

d o g  p a s s i ng  o u t s i de  t h e  g a r -

d e n .  

S o ,  h e  s to o d  up  a n d a p-

p ro a ch e d t h e  ba r s  to  b a rk  a t  

h i m  a s  a l w ay s ;  b u t  t o  h i s  g re a t  

s u r p r i s e  h e  saw  a n  i de nt i ca l  

d o g  ju s t  l i ke  h i m ,  b l ack  w i t h  a  

w h i te  t u f t  o f  h a i r  o n  h i s  c he s t .  

J o e  s t ay e d  s t i l l  an d  s t a re d  a t  

h i m ,  h i s  ey e s  p o pp i ng  o u t .  S o  

d i d  t h e  o t he r  d o g .  

A f t e r  a  w h i l e ,  w h e n  t h ey  go t  

o v e r  t he i r  su r p r i se ,  t h e y  bo t h  

a pp ro ac h ed t h e  b a r s  a nd 

s t a r t e d  sn i f f i ng  a t  e ac h  o t he r .  

Always, the one from the one side and 

the other from the other side of t h e  

b ar s .  
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- I t  s eem s  t h at  w e  l o o k  a l i k e ,  

s a i d  Jo e .  

-O h ,  w e  do n ‟ t  j u s t  l o o k  a l i k e ,  

w e  a re  i de n t i c a l ,  sa i d  t he  o t h -

e r  do g .  

- Ho w  d i d  yo u  ge t  h e re ?  J o e  

a s ke d .  

- I  w a s  a l w ay s  h e re ,  a n sw er ed 

t h e  o t he r  do g .  

- Wh a t  i s  yo u r  na me ? J o e  

a s ke d .  

- Jo e ,  a n sw e red  t h e  o t h e r  do g .  

-O h ,  n o !  T h i s  i s  m y  nam e ,  s a i d  

J o e .  

- I  do n ‟ t  kn o w a bo u t  yo u ,  s a i d  

t h e  o t he r  d o g ,  I  k no w  t hat  my  

n am e  i s  f r o m  a  h uma n t h a t  

c a l l ed  m e  so  a n d  a s  yo u  kn o w  

h u ma n s  k no w .  

-O h  I  u n de r s t a n d ;  yo u  s e e  

t h a t ‟ s  ho w  I  go t  m y  n ame a s  

w e l l ,  a n sw e re d  Jo e ,  r ea l i z i ng  

t h a t  h u ma n s  c a l l ed  “ Jo e”  ev e -

r y  s t ray  do g .  

- Wo w ,  w e r e  yo u  a  s t r ay  do g ?  

T h e  o t he r  do g  a s ke d .  
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-  Y e s ,  a n sw e re d  Jo e ,  b u t  t h i s  

w a s  a  l o ng  t i m e  ago .  

- L ucky  yo u !  Ho w  d i d  yo u  ma n -

a ge  to  b eco m e  a  ho u s e  do g ?   

- Do n‟ t  me n t i o n  i t ,  a n sw e r ed 

J o e ;  i t  i s  no t  so  m uc h i m -

po r t an t ,  i t  j u s t  h a ppe n ed .  

- Wh a t  a r e  yo u  t a l k i ng  abo u t ,  

s a i d  t he  o t h e r  do g ,  yo u  hav e  

go t  ev e ry t h i n g  a nd  yo u  a re  

n o t  happ y?  I  w i s h  I  h ad  yo u r  

l uck .  

- L i s t en  my  f r i e n d ,  s a i d  J o e ,  

t h i ng s  a re  no t  a s  y o u  i ma g i ne .  

I  kn o w  t he  o t h e r  s i de  a n d 

t h a t ‟ s  w hy  I  „m  t e l l i ng  yo u  a l l  

t h e s e  t h i ng s .  

Y o u  do n‟ t  k no w .  

-A nyw a y ,  I  w o u l d  r a t h e r  be  i n  

yo u  p l ace ,  s a i d  t h e  o t h e r  do g .  

J o e  s t ay ed  s i l e n t .  

- I f  yo u  do n ‟ t  l i ke  b e i ng  t he r e ,  

w h y  do n ‟ t  yo u  l e av e ,  co nt i n -

u e d  t he  o t h e r  d o g .  

- I t ‟ s  no t  so  s i mp l e ,  a n sw er ed 

J o e .  T h e  ba r s  a re  no t  t h e  o n l y  
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o b s t ac l e .  T h e r e  i s  m o r e  t h an  

t h a t ,  b u t  i t  i s  n o t  e as y  to  e x -

p l a i n .  

- I f  yo u  re a l l y  w a n t e d ,  yo u  

co u l d  h av e go n e ,  s a i d  t h e  

o t h e r  do g  w i th  co nf i de nc e .  

-Y o u  a r e  r i gh t ,  a n sw e re d  Jo e ,  

b u t  I  do n ‟ t  kn o w  i f  I  ca n  g et  

o u t  i n  t h e  s t r e e t s  ag a i n .  B e -

s i de s ,  I  ca nn o t  dec i de  i f  I  

w a n t  to  g e t  o u t .  

-O h ,  y e s ,  s a i d  t h e  o t h e r  d o g ,  

yo u  a re  s e t t l ed  h e re .  

-Y e s ,  I  „m  se t t l e d ,  a n sw e r ed 

J o e ,  b u t  t ha t ‟ s  no t  e no ugh .  I  

m i s s  a  l o t  o f  t h i ng s .  I  can n o t  

go  fo r  a  w a l k ,  no r  hav e  

f r i en d s .  Un d e r  n o rma l  c i rcu m -

s t a n ce s  I  s ho u l d  hav e  ba rk ed 

a t  y o u  to  go  aw ay .  T h i nk  o f  

t h a t !  

- Wh y ?  T he  o t he r  do g  a s ke d .  

- I  do n ‟ t  k no w  w hy  b u t  I  hav e  

t o ,  a n sw e r ed  J o e .  
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T h ey  ha d a  l o ng  l a s t i ng  co n-

v e r sa t i o n  t ha t  ev e n i ng  a nd 

s i nce  t h en  ev e ry  ev e n i ng  t he  

s t r a y  do g  Jo e  cam e  to  ta l k  

w i t h  o u r  Jo e .  

Ev e ry  t i me t he y  me t ,  e ac h  o ne  

w a s  j ea l o u s  o f  t he  o t h e r ‟ s  

l uck .  

O ne  ev e n i ng  t h e  s t r a y  d o g  

J o e  d i d  no t  s h o w  up .  O u r  J o e  

w a s  d i sa ppo i n t e d  a nd  ho p ed 

t o  s e e  h i m  th e  n e x t  ev e n i ng .  

B u t  t h e  s t r ay  d o g  Jo e  d i d n ‟ t  

s h o w  up  t h e  n e x t  o r  a ny  o t h e r  

ev e n i ng  s i nc e  t h e n .  

S o ,  t h e y  l o s t  ea ch  o t h e r .  

J o e  w i s he d  t ha t  h i s  f r i en d  h ad 

fo u nd  w h a t  he  w a s  l o o k i ng  f o r  

a n d  d i d n‟ t  hav e  t h e  ba d  l uck  

t o  m ee t  t h e  ma n  w i t h  t he  h a t .   

Fo r  o u r  Jo e ,  t h e  s t r ay  do g  J o e  

r e p r e se n t ed  a l l  t he  t h i ng s  h e  

w a n t ed  b u t  h e  nev e r  d a re  to  

c ho o s e .  

O ne  day  Jo e‟ s  ma s t e r  b ro ug h t  

h o me  a  new  yo un g  do g .  
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A t  f i r s t ,  J o e  w a s  w o r r i ed  b e-

c au s e  h e  d i d n ‟ t  kno w  i f  h e  

h a d t o  s ha r e  h i s  fo o d  w i t h  t h e  

n ew co m e r ,  bu t  s o o n  h e  re a l -

i z ed  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  n o  p ro b -

l em .  

O f  co u r s e  h e  w a s  jea l o u s  b e-

c au s e  h i s  ma s t e r  s ho w e d mo re  

i n t e r e s t  i n  t he  new co m e r ,  bu t  

h e  a l so  t h o ug h t  t h a t  t h i s  n ew  

s i t ua t i o n  m i ght  b e  b e t te r  a s  a t  

l ea s t  h e  w o u l d  h av e  so m eo ne 

w h o  co u l d  u nd e r s ta n d  h i s  l a n -

g uag e .  

T h e  ma s t e r  c a l l ed  t he  n e w -

co m e r  Bo bby .  

J o e  t ho ug h t  th a t  i t  w a s  a  s i l l y  

n am e  fo r  a  do g ,  b u t  t h i s  w a s  

t h e  w i l l  o f  t he  ma s t e r ,  a nd  s o  

b e  i t .  

B o bby  w a s  v e r y  yo u ng  a n d h e  

h a d  nev e r  l i ve d  i n  t h e  s t ree t s .  

H i s  mo t h er  w a s  a  h o u s e  d o g  

a n d  Bo bby  w a s  v e ry  m e s sy .  

H e  spo i l ed  a nd  d amag e d  ev e-

r y t h i ng  i n s i de  t h e  ho u se  a nd 
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h e  a l w ays  c l a i me d  t he  b e s t  

p l ace  o n  t h e  c a r pe t .   

O f  co u r s e ,  he  w a s  pu n i sh e d 

v e ry  o f t e n  bu t  no t h i n g  co u l d  

k no c k  s e n se  i n t o  h i m .  

J o e  t r i ed  to  te ac h  h i m s eve ra l  

t h i ng s  bu t  i t  w a s  a  w a s te  o f  

t i m e  a n d  e f fo r t .  

S o ,  t i me  w a s  pa s s ed  b y  a n d 

B o bby  g r ew  up ,  b ecam e mo re  

r e sp o n s i b l e  an d  i t  b eg an  p e r -

fo rm i ng  h i s  t a s k  o f  ba rk i ng  a t  

s t r a ng e r s .  

N o w  Jo e  co u l d  s p e nd  h i s  t i me 

s i t t i ng  a l l  d ay  a n d  do i ng  no t h -

i ng .  

H e  u se d  t o  s i t  a n d  s t a re  a t  t h e  

b ar s  fo r  ho u r s  a n d  h e  rea l l y  

h a d  a  l o t  o f  t i m e  to  sp en d .  

H e  w a s  t h i nk i n g  t ha t  “yo u  c an 

t a ke  i t  o r  l eave  i t ” ,  t h a t ‟ s  l i fe !  

Y o u  ca n no t  hav e  ev e ry t h i ng !  

S i nce  h e  c ho s e  t o  be  a  ho u se  

d o g ,  t h i s  w as  h i s  l i fe .  I t  w a s  

o bv i o us  t ha t  h e  co u l dn ‟ t  be  a  

s t r a y  do g  a t  th e  s ame  t i me .  
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S o ,  J o e  sp en t  h i s  w ho l e  l i fe  i n  

t h e  g ar d e n ,  b e h i nd  t h e  ba r s ,  

a l w ay s  hav i ng  e no ug h  fo o d  

a n d  a  w a rm  p l ace  to  s l eep .  

He spent his whole life well fed, warmth 

but sad.  

When his time came, he died, and the 

last thing that his sorrowful eyes saw, 

where the bars. 

Those bars that, when he was young, 

he wanted so much to pass through in-

to the garden and wanted so much to 

go out of in the streets when he got 

old. 

These last moments, Bobby was beside 

him and heard his last words. 

“The bars, jump over the bars…” 

 


